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Welcome 
 
Welcome to Growth Group for 2010! It’s nothing short of excellent that you’re part of a group 
this year. The reason we highly value growth group involvement at freshchurch is not because 
we get to use up a few hours in your week on church stuff.  Not at all.  If that was it, what a waste 
of time!  The reason we consider growth groups as critical is because it’s in a small group setting 
where you can really get to know each other, receive genuine care, spur each other on to grow as 
followers of Jesus, and together get to know God through his word.  Through growth groups, we 
get to be obedient to what it says in Hebrews, “But encourage one another daily, as long as it is 
called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sinƙs deceitfulness” (3:13). 
 
The way we value growth groups at freshchurch is also a reflection of one of our six core 
commitments.  At freshchurch we want to: 

Meet together to learn, serve, grow, and encourage each other to live wor-
shipful lives of obedience to God. As we meet together we express that 
we’re a loving family, united by God’s Spirit. 
Romans 12:1-2; 1 Corinthians 12:1-13; Hebrews 10:23-25, Ephesians4:1-3. 

Throughout term 1 of growth group we’ll be exploring the New Testament book of Hebrews. In 
advance of the first week, please work through the Introduction on the following page and read 
through the first few chapters of Hebrews. By doing this preparation, it will help to nicely kick 
things off. And your growth group leader will really appreciate it! 

In addition to the book of Hebrews, we’ll also be working our way through the 
book, ‘Promoting the Gospel’ by John Dickson.  Not every week, but scattered 
throughout term 1 and 2 in growth groups, there will be discussion on a          
different chapter in the book. If you haven’t yet, you can purchase your copy on 
Sunday. It’s a great book and will help to focus our attention on the role we can 
all play in sharing the good news of Jesus. 



The Message Of Hebrews: Introduction 
 

What are some things in life that take stamina and endurance?  What are they? 

 

 

In your experience, have you known people who’ve given up on the Christian life?  Do you know 
why they gave up? 

 

 

 

The Christian life is certainly not easy.  Being Christian means you’ll stand out from the crowd.  
And on top of that, rather than being assured of success and ease, we’re promised to face trouble 
and suffering.  And on top of that! - there are all sorts of distractions that can compromise our 
faith and make it hard to follow Jesus.  Really, the test of being a Christian is not so much how 
you begin, but how you end!  So to the live the Christian life to the end we need discipline, 
perseverance and endurance. 

 

To start the year at freshchurch we’re going to get to know the book of Hebrews. As you’ll soon 
discover, it’s a book that’s different to other letters in the New Testament, but at the heart of it 
we’ll discover a very simple, stirring and somewhat scary warning – “Endure!”  In other words, 
don’t give up even when it’s hard, don’t go back, don’t quit.  Its message is - don’t ruin your salva-
tion found in Jesus.  We must have endurance till the end. 

 

Read the passages below that contain this theme and fill in the table. 

Passage Message 

Hebrews 3:14   

Hebrews 4:14   

Hebrews 10:23   

Hebrews 10:35   

Hebrews 12:1-3   

In this teaching on ‘endurance’ what are the readers often told to do in these verses? 

 

 

 

As we’ll discover, this letter was probably written mainly to Jewish Christians.  It seems they are 

being tempted to go back to an Old Testament, ‘judaistic’ way of living – priest, temple and     

sacrifice.  And so it’s in the face of this pressure they must endure and hold ‘firm to the           

confidence they had at first’, that is the supremacy, sufficiency, and glory of Jesus.  We might not 

face pressure in quite the same way as these Jewish Christians, but we still face the temptation 

to compromise on Jesus, desert Jesus, and to limit the centrality he should have in our lives.  We 

still very much need the ‘endurance’ message of Hebrews. 
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JESUS INCOMPARABLE  Hebrews 1:1-2:4   

Read Hebrews 1:1-4 
 
How has God spoken in the past? v1 

 

 

Pool your group’s knowledge - can you think of any of the ‘various ways’ that God spoke 
through the prophets? 

 

 

What has now changed? v2 

 

 

How do these opening lines confront the viewpoint that the Old Testament, the story of Israel, 
offers all the answers for how to live a life of obedience and worship to God? 

 

 

List the ways Jesus is described in verses 1-4 

 

 

 

 

In your own words, what point is the writer of Hebrews trying to make about Jesus? 

 

 

It seems that in urging the Jewish Christians to return to their old ways, people wanted to reduce 
Jesus to someone less than the Son of God.  A spiritually anointed prophet perhaps, the prom-
ised king sent from heaven maybe, but not ‘The Son’ who is the ‘exact representation of God’s 
being’. 

 

How does this compare to how people think of Jesus today? 

 

Read Hebrews 1:1-2:4 

 

The author of Hebrews now turns to writing about angels!  Does 
this seem strange to you?  Do people think about Satan and 
demons more than angels? If so why do you think this is? 
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According to verses 6, 7 and 14, what is the ‘job’ of angels? 

 

 
Note also: The word ‘angel’ means ‘messenger’.  So ‘messenger’ is their name and their function. 

 

 

According to verse 3 (which is a link to Psalm 110) and verse 13 (which directly quotes Psalm 
110), what position does Jesus have right now? 

 

 

What does the phrase ‘right hand’ designate? 
 
 

 

What path did Jesus take before he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven? v3 

 

 

From the Old Testament passages provided (Psalm 2; 2 Samuel 7; Deuteron-
omy 32; Psalm 45; Psalm 102, Psalm 110) how is the point made that Jesus is 
superior to the angels? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

When this passage makes the point that Jesus is: the Son of the Father, the heir of all things, the 
creator of the universe, the radiance of God’s glory, the powerful sustainer of all things, the one 
who provided purification for sins, God who rules with righteousness, the eternal one, and judge 
– how does this challenge the way you can naturally think about Jesus yourself? 

 

 

In 2:1 the warning is given – ‘do not to drift away’.  In 2:2 the warning is given - don’t ‘ignore such 
a great salvation’.  This is the message to have endurance! If we begin to think differently about 
Jesus than what this passage tells us, why is it that we may fail to endure and be in danger of  
losing our salvation? 

 

There is no detailed teaching on angels in the bible but there are a number of times when they 
are mentioned.  And it seems there was a belief that angels were involved in the giving of the 
law to Moses.  See Hebrews 2:2 and Galatians 3:19.  And so, as unusual to our thinking that it 
might be, we should believe in the work of angels. 
 
It seems that the author of Hebrews writes about angels and compares Jesus with angels be-
cause this is precisely the comparison that others have made.  According to them, perhaps Jesus 
is similar to an angel.  But the writer wants us to think rightly about this.  And if God ‘spoke to our 
forefathers though the prophets’, he’s happy to use the teachings of these prophets to make his 
point.  That’s why chapter 1 is choc-full of Old Testament quotes! 
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